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Hereis a list of questions(andmy answersto them!) that I startedcompilingwhenmy friends

started getting engaged. They often turned to me for advice on booking their wedding

photographer. Bridesand groomsare on this journeyfor the first time and oftenŘƻƴΩǘknow

whatquestionstheyshouldbeaskingto find their photographer.

What Made You Want To Become A Wedding Photographer?

I went to collegefor photographyandgraduatedwith a Bachelorof FineArtsdegree. I ended

up interning with a weddingphotographerthe summerbefore my senioryear. Seeingthe

personalimpact the work had on thoseǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎlivesmademe fall in love with weddings.

Knowingthat what I createfor my clientsis important to them now, but will be evenmore

meaningfulto them (andtheir future families)in 50+ yearsis the most fulfilling thing I could

askfor in a career.

LΩǾŜheardsomanyhorror storiesfrom other peopleabout their weddingphotographyandit

makesme sad!LΩǾŜfound that usuallyƛǘΩǎnot that the photos themselvesare bad,ƛǘΩǎthat

the photographerǿŀǎƴΩǘprofessionalor communicativewith the couple. As a wedding

photographer,I tend to focusmoreon the experienceȅƻǳΩƭƭhavewhenwe work together. Of

courseLΩƳalsoworkingto provideyouwith imagesȅƻǳΩƭƭlovebut I want youto lookbackon

your on your weddingand think of me as someoneyou could lean on before, during and

after yourwedding.
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Oneexampleof this is that LΩƭƭbe walkingyou throughyour timelineand providing

you with a (rather extensive!)spreadsheetthat ǿŜΩƭƭcreate together for you to

reference. Most of my bridesŘƻƴΩǘhire a weddingplanneror dayof coordinatorso

this iswhereI stepin to fill in the gaps.

How many weddings have you shot as a MAIN shooter, how many as a

SECOND shooter?

CombinedLΩǾŜshot over 200 weddings,over 100 of those havebeen as a main (or lead)

shooter

Are all the images on your site shot by you?

Yes,absolutely!It would be unethicalto attempt to άǇŀǎǎƻŦŦέany imageI showyou on my

websiteor in myoffice.όLΩƳalwayssurprisedhow often I get thisquestion!)

Can I speak with one of your past clients, ask them a few questions?

Absolutely.¸ƻǳΩǊŜwelcometo checkout my reviewson Googleand/or WeddingWire. I can

arrangefor you to get in touch with a past client if you would like to speakwith someone

whohasalreadybeenthroughthe process.
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Do you charge a travel fee?

I do not chargea travel fee unlessa weddingrequiresme to stayovernight. Typicallythis meansone way travel

under2.5 hoursdoesnot incuranytravelexpenses. Travelto majorcitiessuchasNYC/Philadelphiacouldrequirea

feedependingon the specificsof the locations.

Do you have insurance?

Yes!Professionalweddingphotographersshouldall haveproper insurancefor their business. LiabilityInsurance

providesprotection in caseGreatAunt Sophietrips over theǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΩǎbagandbreaksher leg. If a wedding

photographerdoesnot haveinsurance,chancesare they are new to the industry,or simplyŀǊŜƴΩǘtaking their

businessseriously.

Do you have backup equipment?

Yes!Whenworkingwith electronicgearsometimesthingsjust stopworkingfor no goodreasonandƛǘΩǎabsolutely

imperativeto have backupgear. Eachphotographerwill have 2 camerabodies,multiple lensesand multiples

flashes.

Do you backup your images after my wedding is shot?

OH Yes!After a wedding is shot your imagesare backedup in 3 places(2x at my office and 1x at an offsite

locationin the rareoccasionthat one locationiscompromisedin someway).

How long after the wedding will my images be backed up?

Finalizededited images(the onesȅƻǳΩƭƭreceive)will be backedup for 1 year.

What is your cancellation policy?

In the event that you must cancelour signedcontract I askthat you submit your cancellationin writing. Our

contractwill delineatethe amountthat isnon refundable.

www.perfettephoto.com

http://www.perfettephoto.com/


4

Before the Wedding
How does the booking process work?

OnceȅƻǳΩǊŜready to book,LΩƭƭput together a contract outlining the terms of ǿƘŀǘΩǎincluded& the payment

schedule. Thetotal costof the contractwill be dividedinto 3 equalpayments. Thefirst paymentwill be duewith

the signedcontractto reserveyour date. No date is reserveduntil both are received. Thefinal paymentis due 1

month before the weddingand the 2nd paymentis spacedout evenlysomewherebetween the first and last

payment.

What does the engagement session include?

Engagementsessions(if includedin yourpackage)

include1 - 1.5 hoursof shootingtime on a weekday

travelwithin 15milesof Somerville,NJ

$100credit towardyourorder

After the shoot,I will go throughand selectandprocessthe best images(makethem extrabeautiful,boost the

light, contrast,color)andthen we'll sit down together in personandlookat everythingto decidewhat you'd like

to do with them. With the $100credityoucanapplyit toward the purchaseof prints,a weddingdaysign-in book,

the digitalfiles,or savethe datecards. will me

How should I give you the details of the day?

I et with you in person2 months before your wedding. At this timeǿŜΩƭƭgo through the namesof your±LtΩǎ

(immediatefamily& bridalparty)soI knowwho everyoneisandǿŜΩƭƭdiscussanysensitivesubjects(likedivorced

parents)sothat no onefeelsuncomfortableon the weddingday.²ŜΩƭƭput togethera familyformalsshot list and

most importantly finalizeyour timeline with any last minute planningchanges,whichȅƻǳΩƭƭreceivea copyof to

help.LΩƭƭalsobe advisingyou on someof the finer details(like makingsureyour flowersare deliveredto where

youaregettingready- not to yourceremonylocation).

Should I give you a list of shots I want? Should I send you my Pinterest board?

Wewill be goingthrougha shot list togetherof the familyformals. Youcanalsolet me knowat that time ifȅƻǳΩŘ

likeanyspecialphotos,likea groupshotof theƎǊƻƻƳΩǎcollegefriendsor theōǊƛŘŜΩǎwork friends. YouŘƻƴΩǘneed
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to providemea list of majormomentslikeάǇƘƻǘƻof myŦƭƻǿŜǊǎέorάǇƘƻǘƻof me walkingdown theŀƛǎƭŜέ-LΩǾŜalreadygot that covered.

Pinterest can be dangerous - often times bridesshowme their Pinterestboardand the imagesthey loveŀǊŜƴΩǘrealisticbecauseof the weddingdayparticularslike

the venueor lighting.LǘΩǎfine to showme the style that you loveςI cango through it with you andslim it down to about 5 imagesthat we cantry to recreate.5ƻƴΩǘforget,

ȅƻǳΩǊŜhiringme to captureYOURweddingdayandwhat makesit specialandunique. Sometimethe bestimagesLΩǾŜcreatedareonesthat youŎŀƴΩǘcheckoff a list.
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ƎǊƻƻƳΩǎǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ¢ƘŜнƴŘǎƘƻƻǘŜǊǿƛƭƭŀƭǎƻōŜǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎǿƛǘƘǘƘŜƎǳȅǎŘǳǊƛƴƎƎǊƻƻƳǇǊŜǇΦ

The Day of the Wedding

Will there be a second photographer? Are they just assisting (carrying bags) or shooting? What is their skill level?

I alwaysshootwith a 2nd photographer- they arepeoplewho are like me in that they alsoown their own studiosandCANfunction asa mainshooter. Theyare not there to

hold bags- they are there to serveasa 2nd eye to makesureyour memoriesare captured. Whichis so important during manyof the momentsof the day that happenso

quickly.

What can I do on the wedding day to make sure I love my images?

Themost important pieceof adviceI cangiveis to let me know if anythingis concerningyou. If you havea specificpart of your body that is troubling to you pleaselet me

know andLΩƭƭdo my best to minimizeit. If there is a poseyouŘƻƴΩǘlovePLEASEcommunicatethat to me. YouǿƻƴΩǘhurt my feelingsif you sayάLΩƳnot feelingthis shot,can

we try somethingŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΚέLǘΩǎYOURweddingandǿŜΩǾŜonlygot onechanceto do it right. Trynot to worry too muchabout thingslikeά²Ƙŀǘdo I do with myƘŀƴŘΚέLΩƭƭbe

makingsureyou lookyour bestandtweakinganythingthat looksout of place.
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How would you describe your working style on the wedding

day?

LǘΩǎalwaysmy goalto blend into the backgroundand shootasif I were a fly on

the wall. Doingso helpsme to capturewhat is alreadynaturallyunfolding. On

the flip side,LΩƳalsogoingto take the reinswhenƛǘΩǎappropriate(like during

bride & groom portraits, family portraits) LΩƳnot afraid to politely and

assertivelyhelp move thingsalongand sayάhƪSmithfamily! We are goingto

be startingfamilyphotos! IfȅƻǳΩǊŜa SmithcomeonŘƻǿƴΗέ

What will you typically wear when shooting my wedding?

My goal is to blend in while still looking professional(and be able to move

freely to get any creativeshotsI see). TypicallyI wear blackdresspantswith a

dressiertop.

What happens if my guests are shooting while you are?

LǘΩǎnothingLΩƳnot usedto. Most guestslike to sneakan iPhoneshot whenLΩƳ

settingup a family or other posedphoto. If there is a largecrowd behindme I

will politely ask that they wait until LΩǾŜgotten my shot. OtherwiseLΩƭƭhave

people lookingat different camerasand then no one getsa cleanprofessional

image. Most guestsare very understandingthat I have a job to do and are

respectfulof the taskat hand.
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Do you edit all the images I receive? What type of editing is included?

How many images will I get?

Yes!Youwill be receivingthe best of the best, usuallyabout 500-600 shots. LΩƭƭbe going

throughall the imagesI take that day(there are usuallythousands!eek!)and takingout all

theάmehsέ- the test shots,the oneswherepeopleblink, the onesthat areredundant- and

givingyou JUSTthe best. Fromthere everyone of those imageswill be edited for overall

adjustmentsto the imagelike brightness,contrast,color temperature,sharpness,etc.

Will I get images in black & white?

Yes,you will receiveimagesprocessedin color, black& white and alsosomein the muted

vintage-y tone like youseeon my website.

What kind of editing is included in the images Núqqreceive, |mfyúxnot

included?

Everysingleimageyou receivewill havebasicadjustmentsmadeto the overall imagesuch

as exposure, contrast, sharpening, color correction, etc. Any editing that requires

adjustmentsto a specificareaof an imageswould be an additionalcharge(suchasremoval

of blemishes,hair or bodyimperfections,thingsoutsidemy control).

How will I receive my images?

When purchasingdigital files for the weddingday, you will receivea flash drive with high

resolutionfiles for printing andonlineversionsfor postingonline. Digitalfiles (if purchased)

from anengagementsessionwill be deliveredviadigitaldownload.
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What happens if you are sick or unable to shoot on the day of the wedding?

This is a question that I still have nightmaresabout. If I am physicallyable to be present at your

weddingbut unableto shoot(i.e. brokenarm)I will be there to helpcoordinatebut I will haveanother

photographerof similarstyleandskill takingmy placeaswell ashavinga 2nd shooterso there would

be 3 of ustotal.

If I amphysicallyunableto beat your eventI will arrangefor anotherphotographerof similarstyleand

skill. While this is somethingI takeveryseriouslyI havenever(andhopeto never)haveto do this.LΩǾŜ

heardhorror storiesof bridesǿƘƻΩǾŜsaidtheir photographercancelledon them just daysbeforetheir

wedding. I feel confident that based on the connectionsand friendshipsLΩǾŜformed with other

photographersthat I would be in a muchbetter position to find you a comparablereplacementthan

youcouldon suchshortnotice.

In Case of Emergency

How long after the wedding will I get my images? How long until I get

my album?

Youcanexpectto receiveyour images4-6 weeksfrom your weddingdate. At that time you

will get your flashdriveof highresolutiondigital files(if purchased)andonlinegallerylink.

The turn around on printed items varies greatly on how quickly we negotiate

changes/selectionsto the albumor prints.

Oncean item hasbeenfinalized;

Å Prints,mountedprints,boxes,andstandout wall prints: 2 weeks

Å Books: 2-3 weeks

Å Albums: 4-5 weeks

After the Wedding
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ǘƘŜƛǊŦƛƴŀƭŘŜǎƛƎƴǿƛǘƘƛƴмƳƻƴǘƘŦǊƻƳǘƘŜŘŀǘŜǘƘŜƛǊƛƳŀƎŜǎŀǊŜǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΦ¢ƘŜǊŜƛǎŀƭǎƻŀǇŜƴŀƭǘȅŦƻǊŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ
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ƘǘǘǇΥκκǇŜǊŦŜǘǘŜǇƘƻǘƻΦȊŜƴŦƻƭƛƻΦŎƻƳκŀƭōǳƳǇǊƻƻŦƛƴƎ
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IŀǎÅ ǘƘƛǎǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘǿŜƭƭŀƴŘŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘŀƭƭƳȅŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΚ

Questions to ask yourself when deciding 

upon the right photographer for you
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